
2026 rate increase 
	 As an electric co-op 
we do not seek to earn 
profits for investors; we 
were built by the com-
munities we serve, and 
our mission remains, as 
always, to provide you 
with safe and reliable 
service at a reasonable 
cost. We set our rates 
to recover our costs. 
The costs of general 
supplies, materials and 

services have continued to rise. In 
addition, our wholesale power costs are 
certain to increase in 2026. 
	 Given the state of the industry, your 
board of directors has approved a 6% 
rate increase. The increase will appear on 
your February 2026 billing statement, 
which collects for January usage. All 
billing determinants will be impacted 
— facility charges, energy rates, demand 
rates and outdoor light fees.  
	 The increase impacts every rate class. 
To summarize, we have provided the 
most widely utilized rate tariff determi-
nants in a table shown on the next page. 
Our Residential Rate 10 class is most 
common for our Farm and Residential 
members. You can find your rate class in 
the top-right portion of page 2 on your 
billing statement and can view the spe-
cific changes for each rate tariff on our 

website at https://menard.com/rates. 
As always, you may also call the office 
to speak with someone about how the 
increase will affect your service. 
	 As a reminder, at a minimum your bill 
includes two charges each month — an 
Electric Charge and a Facility Charge:

	■ The Electric Charge reflects the 
specific amount of electricity your 
service location consumed during 
the prior month, measured in kilo-
watt-hours (kWh). The Electric 
Charge per kWh is increasing 6%; 
for the typical residential Rate 10 
class member using an average 
of 1,000 kWh/month, that is 
an $8.00/month increase in the 
Electric Charge. 

	■ The Facility Charge covers all the 
costs involved in providing you 
with electricity regardless of how 
much electricity you use; costs 
include a portion of the meters, 
poles, transformers, substations, 
employees, member services and 
more. Every utility has this charge, 
although it can be broken into 
several charges and/or identified 
differently, such as “customer” 
or “service” charge. The Facility 
Charge is increasing 6%; for the 
typical residential member that is 
a $3.00/month increase. 

	 Some Small Commercial, all Large 
Commercial and Irrigation service loca-
tions also include a Demand Charge on 
the bill due to the 3-phase nature of their 
operations.  The Demand rates are also 
affected by this 6% increase. A Demand 
Charge is calculated based on the highest 
amount of electricity measured in kilo-
watts (kW) during a 15-minute period 
in the month. Residential rates are not 
billed Demand charges. 
	 The most popular Irrigation rate is 
Rate 51 due to the flexible nature of 
the interruptible obligation and a lower 
Facility Charge than its Rate 52 inter-
ruptible counterpart. Rate 51 provides 
the member the benefit of a hybrid 
Demand rate in return for allowing the 
cooperative to utilize the member’s web-
based remote-management application 
during load control periods. For a 40-HP 
system during the peak of summer water-
ing, a fair estimate assumes 6,000 kWh 
of energy use, which results in a total 
monthly increase of $61 to the bill. 
	 Some members also have a dusk-to-
dawn Outdoor Light. For this service, 
a flat fee is charged each month per 
light and shown as a separate line item 
on the bill; this fee covers the cost of 
the light, maintenance and the energy 
used. The charge for our standard Basic 
Residential Outdoor Light package is 
increasing $1.00 per month. 
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General Manager

	18B	 ILLINOIS COUNTRY LIVING  •  WWW.ICL.COOP 



Rate increases per rate class
Effective with Feb. 1, 2026 billing cycles 

Current New
Rate 10 - Farm & Residential
Facility Charge $49 Facility Charge $52
First 1,500 kWh 13.9¢ First 1,500 kWh 14.7¢
Over 1,500 kWh 12.7¢ Over 1,500 kWh 13.5¢

Rate 17 - Electric Heat & Geothermal
Facility Charge $49 Facility Charge $52

Summer ( June-Sept.)
First 1,500 kWh 13.9¢ First 1,500 kWh 14.7¢
Over 1,500 kWh 12.7¢ Over 1,500 kWh 13.5¢

Winter (Oct.-May)
First 1,500 kWh 13.9¢ First 1,500 kWh 14.7¢
Over 1,500 kWh 11.7¢ Over 1,500 kWh 12.4¢

Rate 20 – Small Commercial w/Demand
Facility Charge $109 Facility Charge $115.50
Energy Charges, per kW Demand:
First 250 kWh 13.5¢ First 250 kWh 14.3¢
Over 250 kWh 11.8¢ Over 250 kWh 12.5¢
Demand kW $5.10 Demand kW $5.41 

Rate 60 - Small Commercial, No Demand  
Facility Charge $54 Facility Charge $57.25
First 1,500 kWh 14.1¢ First 1,500 kWh 14.9¢
Over 1,500 kWh 13.0¢ Over 1,500 kWh 13.8¢

Rate 30 & 31 - Large Power Commercial
Facility Charge $145 Facility Charge $153.70
Energy Charges, per kW Demand:
First 250 kWh 9.4¢ First 250 kWh 10.0¢
Over 250 kWh 8.8¢ Over 250 kWh 9.3¢
Demand kW $12.60 Demand kW $13.36 

Rates 50, 51 & 52 - Irrigation 
Facility Charge 50 & 52 $1,368/yr

$228/mo
Facility Charge $1,446/yr

$241/mo
Facility Charge 51 $1,248/yr

$208/mo
Facility Charge $1,326/yr

$221/mo
All kWh in-season 9.5¢ All kWh in-season 10.1¢
All kWh non-season 10.1¢ All kWh non-season 10.7¢
Demand kW 50 $12.60 Demand kW 50 $13.36
Demand kW 51 & 52 $5.10 Demand kW 51 & 52 $5.41

Rate 81 – Large Generation Station Power 
Service Charge $550/mo Service Charge $585/mo
Energy Charge 1.39¢ (13.9 mils per kWh) Energy Charge 1.47¢ (14.7 mils per kWh)

Outdoor Light 
Basic Residential Outdoor Light $15 Basic Residential Outdoor Light $16
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